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Why, again, should the giving of leases of Stands be confined to
those only who are now residing or trading within the towns? Every
Indian Location established during the old regime had owners or lessors
who were not residing on their Stands, but who were allowed to deal with
them freely, to sub-let them, as also to hold any number of Stands. Why
should they, under the British Government, be deprived of such freedom
of action? The assurance given by Lord Milner that the Government
has no prejudice against the British Indians, and that it wants to deal with
them justly, fairly, and even liberally is utterly at variance with the prac-
tice as we see it illustrated in the notices that have been sprung upon the
community regarding the precious Bazaars. If the Government intends
to drive the Indian out by harassing regulations, it would be mercy to
send them out bag and baggage at once. They will then know their
position, and there would be no hypocritical justification for any action
that the Government may take. Like the late Government of the Orange
River Colony, it could take a firm stand and absolutely declare: "Though
you are British subjects, we will have none of you because you wear the
brown skin". The course would be drastic, perhaps un-British, but it
would be an honest course. And if the Government really means well
by the Indians, and if the assurance above referred to is to be carried out,
then the sooner there is a change in the policy hitherto pursued, the better
it will be for all concerned.
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24. BRITISH INDIANS IN THE TRANSVAAL
We offer no apology for reverting to the question of the so-called
Indian Bazaars in the Transvaal The position of the British Indians
there is very critical, and we consider it our duty to concentrate much of
our attention on it, seeing that it is, at present, the weakest part of the
question. We reproduce in another column a notice signed by the Magis-
trate at Standcrton addressed to the Asiatic community, which shews
clearly the spirit which seems to guide the policy of the Asiatic Department
in dealing with the British Indians. According to the notice, applications
were invited for lease of Stands in the Bazaar, the list closing on the 30th
ultimo* Applicants arc to *'state in their applications their reasons for
requiring particular Stands and the claims they may have, if any, to the
lease of these Stands". Then "on the date mentioned, the Magistrate
will consider the applications and apportion the Stands between the
applicants subject to the provisions that
(a)    no  person is  to be given any Stand who has not   actually resided or
traded in the town and does not require Stands for the purposes of his resi-
dence or trade;
(b)   no person, is to be given more Stands than he actually requires for his
residence or trade;